
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Grade Point Average for Students Entering 9th Grade in 2020-2021 

 

1.  What is the difference between GPA policy for current students in high school and those 

entering 9th grade in 20-21? 

 

The current policy takes into account 18 credits (16 core and 2 FL). GPA for students entering 9th 

grade in 20-21 will take into account all state courses.  In addition, pure academic dual credit 

classes will be weighted where previously they were not. 

 

2.  What was the rationale for making the change in GPA policy? 

 

The rationale was based on several factors. Informal feedback from staff, returning students, and 

parents of those students drove the decision to review policy.  Quantitative data such as college 

entrance rates, college persistence rates, scholarship data, and other college and career trends further 

supported the need to change policy in order to support students attempting a challenging high 

school curriculum that prepares them for post-secondary success.   

 

3.  How was the policy for students entering 9th grade in 2020-2021 developed? 

 

A task force was assembled in September of 2018 to review and make recommendations for GPA 

policy. That task force consisted of over 35 members and included teachers, administrators, 

counselors, college representatives, and a GTPA parent representative. The group met from 

September 2018 through February 2019 reviewing existing policy, reviewing policy of exemplary 

comparative districts, and drafting recommended policy.  The draft policy was presented in 

February 2019 to the Board of Trustees and approved at the March 2019 Board meeting. 

 

4. Why does the new policy start with the 9th-grade students entering in 2020-2021? 

 

In reviewing implementation with systems that existed in 2018-2019 it was determined that many 

courses previously offered as high school credit in 8th grade had to be aligned in order to be 

consistent and fair to students across campuses in the same feeder pattern.  These courses and 

offerings were aligned for the 2019-2020 8th grade class.  

 

5.  What courses are included with academic dual credit and are career dual credit courses 

weighted?   

 

Pure academic dual credit courses will be counted as Enhanced for the purposes of calculating high 

school rank and Grade Point Average (GPA). Career Dual Credit courses will be counted as Core 

and are not weighted. Career dual credit courses are offered in MISD Academies and CTE 

programs. Academic dual credit courses are eligible to transfer as determined by the Texas Higher 

Education Coordinating Board (THECB) and mostly include traditionally core courses such as 

English III Dual and English 4 Dual.  A list of eligible courses will be reviewed, revised, and 

published annually. 

  

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Will my student still be eligible to have a waiver period in the junior and/or senior year? 

 

Juniors and seniors will continue to be eligible to have a waiver period.  Eligibility will be based on 

college and career ready benchmarks and progress towards the 26 required credits towards 

graduation. Standards for a waiver include being college ready on both the math and reading on 

TSIA, ACT, or SAT.  

College and Career Readiness Criteria  

TSIA  SAT  ACT 

>=351 on Reading or >=500 on Critical Reading 

and >=1070 Total 

or >=19 on English and 

>=23 Composite 

>=350 on Mathematics or >= 500 on Math  

and >=1070 Total 

or >=19 on Math and 

>=23 Composite 

 

 

7.  If my student takes a waiver period during the junior or senior year will that impact their GPA or 

rank? 

 

While a student that takes a waiver period will neither raise or lower their GPA, it may impact their 

class rank as compared to a student that takes a rigorous course load without a waiver and maintains 

high grades in those courses. 

.  

8.  This new policy makes it more difficult in deciding on electives to take.  Was this considered by 

the task force? 

 

Many factors, including institutional bias and systems were weighed heavily by the task force.  It 

was acknowledged that the old system was easier to navigate through elective choices.  With that 

said, the task force believed a change in policy was still needed to support students in attempting a 

challenging high school curriculum that prepares them for post-secondary success.  

 

9.  Will calculating electives impact what electives my student takes? 

 

The task force discussed this heavily and the answer is yes.  Many students and parents will take 

electives based on weighted GPA, especially in the upper grade levels.  However, in discussion, the 

task force chose not to let this be the deciding factor in drafting a policy that best prepares students 

for post-secondary success.  

 

10.  What courses are considered State courses?   

 

Very few courses are considered local credit.  It is easier to describe local credit as opposed to state 

credit.  Local credit courses include advisory, seminar, office assistant and courses that are not 

counted in the 26 credits required for graduation. We are working to create a list of local credit 

courses in order to add clarity here.  
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